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and it was only when his reception at Pondicherry
showed the true nature of Dupleix's schemes that they
realised the necessity of supporting Mahomed Ali
in their own self-defence. They reoccupied Madras ut
the end of August, and it was Boscawen's wish to
adopt energetic measures in defence of English interests.
Mr. Floyer was incapable of acting with decision. He
sent Captain Cope with a few men to Trichinopoly to
protect Mahomed Ali until the will of Nasir Jung ivaa
known, and allowed Boscawen to sail, with all his men
except three hundred, on November 1st. The follow-
ing day Chunda Sahib left Pondicherry with a largo
native force and a strong European contingent under
M. Duquesne. His destination was Trichinopoly, but
he was in want of money, and turned aside to plunder
the Rajah of Tan]*ore. On this expedition he wasted
precious time, which should have been devoted to the
destruction of the last refuge of his only rival; and he
was still before Tanjore when Nasir Jung entered the
Carnatic with an army of two hundred thousand men.
Chunda Sahib at once retired to Pondicherry, whilst
Mahomed Ali and Captain Cope joined Nasir Jung
at Vilnur, a few miles from the French settlement*
Dupleix made vigorous efforts to meet the threatened
attack, and by the end of March Muzruffar Jung arid
Chunda Sahib, with two thousand Europeans under
D'Auteuil, were able to take up a strong position in front
of Vilnur. On April 2nd Lawrence reached the camp
of Nasir Jung with six hundred men, and the soldiers
of England and France were ranged for the first time in
hostile camps as mercenaries of the native princes. An
inquiry into the pretensions of the rival Subadars would
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